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HIS book has been prepared especially for 
the members of the 75th Battalion and their 
families and friends. Some of the material 
contained here is not suitable for general re- 
lease to the public press and radio until the 
end of the war. It is requested that none of 
the contents be made available to the public 
press or radio. 
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In gratitude we dedicate 

This book to those who watch and wait; 

Who keep the home fires burning bright 
A ray of hope in war s black night; 

To You , whose love has spurred us on 
We pass the signal , “ Mate , well done!” 



Digitized by 



Go gte 



-[ 6 ]- 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




ANNALS OF THE 75th BATTALION 



Gamp Endicott, R. I. — “You’ll Be Sorry” 

Christmas seasons come and go and are quickly 
forgotten, but there are not many of us who will soon 
forget Christmas of 1942. In cities all over the Middle 
West — Chicago, Kansas City, St. Louis, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Detroit, Milwaukee — men 
who were strangers to each other, but who were later 
to become “mates,” assembled in groups and entrained 
for an unheard of place named Davisville, R. I. 

There were work-worn veterans of many years in 
the construction game; there were beardless youths; 
and there were all ages between. There were farmers 
and city men, mechanics with calloused hands, and 
office workers with occupational callousness also. 
There were salesmen and bartenders and policemen 
and businessmen. They had all enlisted voluntarily 
in the Seabees. It must be admitted that the word 
“voluntary” needs a little stretching to include some 
of the enlistments; there were men who were still 
panting from the exertion of their race with the mail- 
man bearing the fateful “greetings.” But they had 
all enlisted, nevertheless, for a wide variety of personal 
reasons — and for one big collective reason — to take an 
active part in the greatest national effort in the history 
of our country, to do what they could to help win the 
war. 

This strange assortment of men converged on Camp 
Endicott on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning. 
While we staggered through cold mud under cumber- 
some burdens of mattresses and blankets, we were 
welcomed to the tune of “you’ll be sorry,” sung out 
by the “veteran” Seabees of three or four weeks of 
training. We were indeed a sorry assemblage of 
bewildered boots. We were destined in the next few 
weeks to graduate from our lovely boot status, but 
in all the time that we have been the 75th Naval 
Construction Battalion, we have never quite succeeded 
in losing our bewilderment. 

During the coldest winter within the memory of all 
but the oldest Rhode Islanders, we passed through the 
successive stages of our training. We learned about 
“Port Arms” and “Long thrust” and “By the left 
flank — harch!” We found out the meanings of such 
(unrelated) terms as “head” and “M. A.” We learned 
how to aim a rifle at “six o’clock” and how to put on 
a gas mask “by the numbers.” We had a lesson in 
jungle warfare one day when the snow in the “jungle” 
was two feet deep. We learned many things that were 
thought necessary for us at the time to know — and we 
also learned about “cat fever,” after which we looked 
forward to landing on some distant Island X where 
there would be nothing more serious to contend with 
than malaria. 



On January 18, 1943, the 75th Battalion was formally 
commissioned, with Lt. Commander John H. Savo- 
laine as Officer in Charge, and on March 18, 1943, we 
left Camp Endicott. 

Camp Parks and Camp Rousseau — “California, 
Here I Come” 

Our departure from Rhode Island was followed by 
a whirlwind of railroad travel. We rattled across 
the continent to Camp Parks, near Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, stayed barely long enough to fill our lungs with 
California air, doubled back on our trail to spend a 
few days at our respective homes on leave, and then 
returned to Camp Parks. Many of us would have been 
unable to survive this prolonged bout with the day 
coaches if we had not been physically hardened by 
our boot training. Nor did this strange incident do 
anything to lessen that feeling of bewildered confusion 
that still haunted us — and would continue to haunt us. 

The rolling hills of the beautiful and fertile San 
Joaquin Valley, blanketed in a profusion of grass and 
flowers and trees, lay basking in the California sun. 
We enjoyed this mild sunny climate all the more 
because of the bleak New England winter we had 
just been through. 

Camp Parks favored us with good quarters and 
savory chow and liberty every other evening. The 
neighboring towns of Pleasanton, Hayward, and San 
Jose, and the great cities of Oakland and San Fran- 
cisco, provided liberty pleasures in abundance. These 
liberties were so highly prized that even a gruelling 
twenty-five mile hike, which was the climax of our 
training program at Camp Parks, did not deter any 
appreciable number of the mates from going forth in 
the evening as usual, in search of whatever pleasures 
could be found. 

An overnight train trip took us to Camp Rousseau 
at Port Hueneme, California, where we arrived on 
April 19, 1943. We were almost certain that this was 
to be our port of embarkation. The scuttlebutt 
thickened accordingly, and there was no end to the 
speculation and debate concerning the two important 
questions, “When” and “Where.” The even larger 
question, “Why,” we made no attempt to answer. 

Our dress blues regularly helped to brighten up the 
streets of Oxnard, Ventura, and Los Angeles, and its 
sprawling suburbs, in return for which these delight- 
ful communities helped to brighten up our liberties. 

On June 9, 1943, we climbed the gangplank that 
separated us from U. S. soil and gratefully deposited 
our heavy burdens of gear in the troop compartments 
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of the ship that was to take us (we seriously hoped) 
to an unknown destination. 

S. S. Del Brasil— Passage to the Antipodes 

There have been ships in our lives since then, and 
for a few of us there had been ships before, but none 
of us is likely ever to forget the Del Brasil, that con- 
verted luxury liner in which no visible trace of luxury 
remained. 

There was the nice feeling of lying in our bunks far 
below and listening to the hostile sea rushing past out- 
side the bulkhead, and wondering tensely how we 
would react if a torpedo came crashing through that 
bulkhead. There was equatorial heat and sleeping on 
the open decks at night to avoid it. There were pale 
and drawn looking mates whose stomachs refused to 
adjust to the rolling motion of the ship. There were 
glimpses of flying fish and whales and porpoises. There 
was the phosphorescent gleam of the ship’s wake, and 
the breath-taking spell cast by the moonlight on the 
limitless sea — all of which were novel sights to us then. 
There was King Neptune’s Court, which tried us for 
the high crime of crossing the Equator for the first time 
and sentenced us without mercy. There was the 
strange case of the missing day, which was lost when 
we crossed the International Date Line. There was the 
nightly blackout, which was enforced by no one as 
rigidly as by ourselves. 

The Del Brasil performed her job well, and her 
zigzag course brought her up at last off the coast of 
New Caledonia, where she dropped anchor on June 
25, 1943, in sight of the majestic Mont Dore. 

Nouvelle Caledonie — High up on a Hillside 

The French island of New Caledonia was formerly 
used as a penal colony. Its climate is mild but without 
the intense heat and discomfort of the tropics. It is 
inhabited by French colonists, and natives who are 
tame without being civilized. 

We built our first camp overseas about twenty miles 
by road from the principal city of Noumea. The 
building of this camp presented us with the first of 
many construction problems, as it was necessary to 
carve out terraces on a steeply rising hill to provide 
level spaces for our tents. We also found it necessary 
to construct our own docking facilities. But all of 
this was accomplished in a thorough and efficient 
manner, and there was time left over to explore the 
interesting beaches of the island, which are protected 
by outlying coral reefs and teeming with many 
strange and exotic species of marine life. The 
skeleton of a large whale which was found on the 
beach a few days after our arrival had almost com- 
pletely disappeared a short time later. It was gen- 
erally assumed, especially by the Battalion Post 
Office, that the bones were sent piece by piece back 
to the U. S. by the many souvenir enthusiasts in the 
battalion. 



There was also time to explore the streets of Noumea, 
to absorb its Old World French Colonial atmosphere, 
and its meager stores of cognac and anisette. 

Life in New Caledonia was not too unpleasant, but 
we were impatient to be on our way, so when we 
boarded the U.S.S. Fuller on September 16, 1943, to 
move closer to the Pacific war, none of us was dis- 
appointed. 

Solomon Islands — Fox-holes in the Jungle 

At Guadalcanal, where we arrived on September 21, 
1943, we had our first taste of the tropics, in which 
we were to spend many long months, but to which 
we were never to become completely accustomed. 
Guadalcanal, the scene of the first major set-back 
which our forces had inflicted on the Japanese, was 
for us mainly a matter of heat and cocoanut trees and 
lizards. We were still on our way north to take over 
a place in the lineup which was then preparing to 
push the Japs out of the Solomons. Our turn to leave 
the sidelines and get into the game arrived when we 
received orders to join the First Marine Amphibious 
Corps in the invasion of Bougainville, largest and 
northernmost island of the Solomons Archipelago. 
This was what we had shipped out for. This, as one 
of our Chief Petty Officers expressed it, was what 
would “separate the men from the boys.” 

A beachhead was established by the Marines at 
Empress Augusta Bay on Bougainville on November 
1, 1943, and taking active part in this invasion were 
one hundred officers and men of the 75th Battalion, 
selected from volunteers. They accompanied the 
Marines on the initial landings and assisted in the 
unloading of supplies and equipment in the face of 
enemy fire. Additional echelons of the battalion 
arrived at short intervals thereafter. We rapidly 
pushed construction of roads to the front lines — and 
sometimes beyond. The thickness of the jungle and 
the incessant tropical rains provided anything but 
ideal working conditions, but there was no obstacle 
too big to be overcome. 

Commander Savolaine was replaced as Officer in 
Charge on November 23, 1943, by Lt. Commander 
David H. Gottwals. 

During our seven months stay on Bougainville 
there was never any time that we could feel secure 
from enemy attack. The piercing wail of the air raid 
sirens in time came to be a familiar sound to us, but 
never so familiar that we failed to treat it with respect. 
Our small beachhead was not only bombed from the 
air, but shelled by Jap artillery concealed in the 
mountains. Impressed in our minds is the memorable 
occasion when we were called upon to prepare and 
man a rear area defense line in anticipation of a Jap 
break-through, which, however, failed to materialize. 
But despite our almost constant exposure to these 
hazards, our casualties were fortunately low. 
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Our contribution to the Bougainville campaign in- 
cluded the construction of many miles of roads, a 
fuel tank farm, various dock and other water-front 
facilities, and many other miscellaneous installations. 

It was no simple matter to achieve a comfortable 
living standard in the Bougainville jungles. We were 
viciously assaulted by malarial mosquitoes and centi- 
pedes, which were greatly feared, and with good 
reason, but not easily avoidable in the type of fox- 
hole existence we were compelled to lead. Then there 
were the periodic earthquakes, the most memorable 
of which occurred early in the morning of December 
24, 1943. We had occasion to be thankful then that 
we were not in a city of collapsible buildings. We kept 
a wary eye on our smouldering neighbor, Mt. Bagana, 
an active volcano, whose lofty summit was perpetually 
wreathed in smoke. But this volcano turned out to be 
more an object of beauty than of terror. 

Our stay on Bougainville acquainted us intimately 
with the courage and heroism of our brothers in the 
Marine Corps. We respected them highly, and en- 
joyed their respect in return. We also got to know 
those formidable jungle fighters, the Fiji Islanders, 
who performed incredible scouting feats as a matter 
of routine. 

We left Bougainville on May 24, 1944, aboard the 
“Rotanin.” 

Leave in Australia — Almost 

On May 27, 1944, we arrived at the Russell Islands, 
where we had an uneventful stay, during which we 
lived in a cocoanut grove in the company of a numer- 
ous colony of rats. 

On August 12, 1944, we boarded the S.S. Agua 
Prince and arrived on August 18, 1944, at Papuan, 
New Guinea, at a point not far distant from the 
Australian mainland. Here we were housed in 
barracks, which was almost luxurious living as com- 
pared to the nomadic tent life to which we were 
accustomed. We did very little in New Guinea except 
contemplate the pleasures of our scheduled leave in 
Australia. Dress uniforms were purchased and ac- 
cumulated pay was withdrawn from the Disbursing 
Officer, in eager preparation for the long awaited 
return to civilization. Enthusiasm was running high, 
when suddenly it was announced that our leave had 
been cancelled. This change in plans turned our 
thoughts from Australia to the invasion of the 
Philippines, in which we strongly suspected that we 
would take part. 

The main body of the battalion began its departure 
from New Guinea on October 6, 1944. 



Philippine Islands— Cities and Civilians 

After a long voyage aboard LST’s, with a stop-over 
at Hollandia, in Dutch New Guinea, we arrived in 
the Philippine area on October 24, 1944, while a major 
naval battle was being fought. We were unaware of 
our peril at the time, but later we learned that it was 
only by a slight margin that we were spared from 
being the target of Japanese naval guns. The huge 
convoy of which we were a part successfully delivered 
its cargo of men and supplies on the beaches of Leyte, 
and the Philippine campaign was on. Again there 
were the air raids and the long hours in fox-holes, 
but the experience was not new to us this time. 
Bougainville had taught us how to take it — if not to 
like it. 

We were thrilled and pleased by the enthusiastic 
welcome given us by the Filipino people, who were 
something different in our experience. We were 
accustomed to natives whose civilization was rudi- 
mentary at best, but in the Philippines we met many 
people of intelligence, to whom English was not a 
strange tongue, who lived in cities, dressed in civilized 
manner, and shared our American allegiance. 

The battalion accomplished many vitally important 
construction jobs in several different locations in the 
Philippine Islands. Again we demonstrated our 
reputation for speed and efficiency and ability to 
overcome obstacles. 

Rotation 

June 9, 1945, marked our second anniversary over- 
seas. While we observed the occasion by demolishing 
the huge cake whipped up by our expert bakers, we 
discussed the topic that was absorbing our attention 
at the time — rotation. The point had been reached 
where we had some fairly definite prospects of return- 
ing to the “Promised Land.” We felt that we were 
close to the end of the long trail we had traveled 
together since Christmas Eve in 1942. We had failed 
to shed the confusion and bewilderment that dogged 
our footsteps all the way, but we felt that we had not 
failed to accomplish what we set out to do, and we 
were experiencing a pardonable feeling of pride. 

As this Pacific Album goes to press, some of our 
mates have left for a well deserved leave in the 
“Promised Land.” In due time we all shall have 
accomplished that end. We have made many new 
memories and friendships in our long association with 
each other that we shall remember for a long time to 
come. Through our continued correspondence with 
each other once we part to take our separate ways, 
and through the medium of our Pacific Album, we 
will always have and keep a fond recollection of those 
two and one-half years and more as members of the 
75th Battalion. 

— Neil E. Murphy 
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’Twas the night before Christmas, and alt thru fbe train, 
A surge of excitement stirred in each brain. 

A cargo of Boots, this troop train had brought 
So the Seventy- fifth came to Gamp Endicott. 

A short week before, we were happy as kings. 

Thinking 0fOhrf*tm£*\ and egg-nogs, and things. 

And then came tbs* Ituw most awful of shocks 
A nice formal notice from the “Yards and the Docks/* 

The Night Before a thousand brave Boots 

Arrived with their baggage and gay civvy suits. 

The S.P.’s took over, and ordered us out 
With an order, a curse, and an ungodly shout. 

“No Cameras! No Whiskey! Hey Mac! let*! don’t lag! 
Don’t loiter! Now hurry! Hey, Open that bag!" 

They moved us along thru the slush and the tnud; 

With a “Hurry up, Sailor! You! Get along Bud !“ 

So we marched to a budding, \fwps blgger’n a barn. 

And Lordyi I wished ! was home on the farm! 

We each got three armsful of bedding td tote. 

And stumbled thru mud that was up -to the throat. 

We arrived at the barracks after marching an hour, 

And climbing in bed took the last of our power, 

We had just hit the pillow —Then a horrible shunt: 

“Hit the deck! Rise and shine! Get up and get out!’* 

So, Bright Christmas Morning we formed our first line* - 
HTwas as* lung as from now to the starting of time. 

We made breakfast by noon, and they gave us a tray. 

We gobbled snipe gobbler, and started “Our Day.** 

Lined up for a muster, we blushed red with shame 
As a smart boot instructor mispronounced ever}' name. 
We listened in wonder to “Old !*>ahs’ f Who cried: 

“You'll be sorry!’* Poor Seabees, we thought that they 
Ued! 

Then we marched down the road that the devil had made, 
And a Big Shot stepped up, and he asked o.« our trade. 
“’Lecfrklan, " we told him. and he said that was fine . . . 
“These clippers are ’lectric, just step into line.” 
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Before Christinas 



Anil so we got Haircuts V > . a shingled effect _ . 
Not quite the style u man would select. 

The half of each outfit that came to that spot 
Made a beautlfuJ maUress for an officer’s cat. 



The next day we stood in another Ipiig line, 

And trembled irt f error when we read this sign: 

"This way tii needled, bblbdtili onesaod square;” 
ttpw we shivered ^hd-^dhk'-os we stripped our arms bare. 

They shot us id#„ ?yphoM< : |«i smallpqi, and mumps; 
Our poof arms were spotted with thousands of hi mps < 

We took off our clothes, and they hid ’em some place. 
And we “stooped” for the doctors with a sad, blushing face. 

They gave us an issue of clothing next day. 

As handy and neat as a forkful of hay. 

You complained that youf dress hat looked tike » rag, 
And you got but one answer, “Put that hat in the bag!” 

From then on Y**t« drill* Till we neatly fell dead. 

\Ttlghr Press!” and “Dress Right! You heard what I said! 
Right Flank! To the rear! Double Time Now'!” 
fill late evenin' chow. 



From bright early mornln 

Hay r rtet and judo and hand-grenade drill, 

Bloodthirsty instructors to make your blood chill. 

To top it all off. some “backside of a horse” 

Went nut and constructed a commando-boy course. 

Bp we struggled and staggered thru three weeks of hell! 
And instructors got medals ’cus we did s« well! 

On a cold Sunday Morning the -bugles were played* 

And We marched In d flashy BatAalioU Parade. 

AVifh bright wooden rifles we marched down the Drive. 
And we were tommissioned Number Seventy- five! 

We tffoqd a t a f ten t ion wh He the band played a song 
A Battalion of Sea bees, a full thousand strong. 

Yes. the Night Before Christmas of the year '42, 

We arrived in Camp Etidicott, doubtful and blue. 

They taught us to drill and to work, and to shoot 
We’ll never forget t hose “Old Day* of Boot *’ 

Don Brooks 
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Battalion Staff Officers 

Ens. M, E, Bienvenu, Jr.; Lf. (Jg) If. B. Ferguson; Ltl <jg) E. C. Pomeroy 
Li, r CookaaV: I t J. Ds Mint; Lt. M. E.. Finger, Jr. 
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Lot! to fythu St&t&k- J. I ■ Al.etliaclis K.-L Johnson; L. \V. Daumeyer; J. B. Keeper; J. K. Itigbee; G, D, Boulton; 
F. X. McGovern. 

Left to Right, Standing: R. E„ Kemn; £. A. Ottermait: J. A. Sterling: P. t ucker 
0. A. TUleson, W G. Doe t her. 
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Left to Right. Seated: E. Wblfensbn ; S^ W. UnMnt j J. JfV 

B. B-. Dearing; Ai. P. Rappfca, Jr. 

Left to Right. Standing: W. D. Bateman: R. L. Niederlander, Jr.: C. C. Ackerman: T, A. Denny: E~ l>. Brandt. 
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1L D. Wasson; W. Finley 




75th Seobees 



HEADQUARTERS 



Left to Right- 'Seated: S. W, Wright; M. F. Odenbrett 

] * . J. Donathan. 

Left to Right. Standing: J. D. Phelps: H. Schulf? ; C. C. Smith 
O. Chambers; I. AV. Hartnagie. . 



<^ v EvChe»turn : 1 D. Haynie; E. A! . Austin ; <L D. Lord 



A; Gbolann : R. L. Carter 



Left rh: Right, Seiitedt W< R Aker; J. J, MeVIahhnV L. May.;. L. J. 'McNamara 
J. A, Taylor. 

Wf r» to Right. Standing; C. V. Luton.; fi. Thorebon ; A. Culp; L, P. VHchvlon; 1 



C . H '.Purge f sou ; R. R use, J r. 
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Left to Right, Seated* R. VV. Neal; E> J. Koehf; A. Durand; N\ M, Growe*, G.tV. Cosier £ J. R. Hurst,* W. L(Jl#jicy, 

Left to Right. Standing Cil Boardman. Jr.; D, E, Schoonover: A, A*, Strohpaol: J. P. Dugan; J, J, Bullea; 

G. E. Harmon; V. \L Teeters; V. N. Kurfgltaoo. 
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M. Pergola; L. E; Burgess;* tv, A. Guliek; €. W. Bertram 
O. Van Brook. 

I^ef t to Right, Standing:' R K. Hoemig: J. II. Harper; W. I* Manly* ; S. \-Ludtke- r P* Lazenga 



I^eft to Right, Seated 



J. D. Jacohs; J. W. Selman 




O- F. UehftiiUcr ; E. R. ft alter mao 
F. J. Wallace. 

Left to Right, Standing: R. R. Fugate; LG. Anderson; C. P. Wijt; B. J. Bergvt; MvN. GunsallK; J.T.tooki 
L. B, JaisJe. 



Left to Right, Seated 



P. F-, Eshelbreimer; T. .L Alfiore 
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Left to Right, Seated: E. <L Smith; T. J. Chainey; C. J. Reed; G. Dehose r H I. Green. 

Left to Right, Standing: M. Ilarrison; G V M. Grayson; J. W. Reynolds; C> Ferguson, Jr. 



STATESIDE BOUND 

Our first group fo leave the Islands -June 5, 1945 



Left to Right. Front Row; Vv&, Johnson; L. K* Winter; A. J. Hills; D> Christian; G.E. Harmon 
0. D Lord; J. P. Friday. 

F. W. Mundt; R..J, Buckley; J. F. Welch 
J. P. McNulty; A* L„ Piquet te. 



W. VL Turner 



Left fo Right, Standing 



R. R. Chertey; fi. Craiii; E. OJlinger; 
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P, F. D^owg.hy ; IS. M Frederick ; P. Crook; A1. Strohmaier. 




Pacific Album 




COMPANY A 



Left to Right* Seated: H. Richards; H. G. Greenfield; C. E. Minton; R, E. LeVeille; R. Pietrocola 

E. A. Calhoun; E. E. Cartmell. 

Left to Right* Standing: VV. Johnston; VI. R. Egger; R. D. Moretz 
N. Benko; R. F. Ellis. 



M, R. Rear; R. D. Pearce; C. E. Tavel 



E. F. (’an nan; S. P, Kucka; E. T. Kinsella 



If. E. Swanson 
J. J. Francis; f 

Left to Right, Standing: A. Chuppa; T. J. Bernhardt; G. C. Kragh; R. H. Rohling; O. T. Porter; 

If, J. Schutte; M. D. Mullins; L. R. Gervais; D. E. Day; C. J. Killian. 



Left to Right, Seated 



(TY OF MICHIGAN 




75th Stab#?* 



COMPANY A 



Left Vo Right* Seated: H. R. Brusciiio; j. D. Humphrey; J. L. Wain wright; W. C. Cooper; €. F. Prescott 

G. W. VVirtifow, Jr., C. W. Keaton, 

Left to Right, Standing I Y ( W, Mtsuraca; J. I). Iverson; I>. P. Novey* J R. Johnson; C 
W. V. Meltensi; B. E. Woehler; C. D. Kucer a. 



K, Radciifl 
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Pacific Album 



COMPANY A 



Left to Right, Seated: C. G. Whitman; G. E. Borgstrom; 

M. F. Van Fossen; A, T. Boudreaux. 

Left to Right, Standing: VV. C. Rimkus; R. A. Camp; J. O. Hanson; M. G. Utley; W. B. Leyendecker 
R. McSweeney; C. N, Bennett; R. W. Worden. 



R. F. Wagner; E. W. Schoen; S. F. Burger 



Left to Right, Seated 



K, E. McLennan; E. S. Witt; G. H. Fuchs; R. E. LeVeille; O. P. Peterson; R. W. Rohr 
II. J. Phillips; W. S. Smith. 

R. T. Ament; A. E. Heeden; J. D. Sodergren; J. E. Moore; C. V. Bates; A. D. Hullinger; 

" ‘ ' : H. W, McBride; A. A. Bounds. 



Left to Right, Standing 



E. A. Gaug; L. E. Hopper; R. E. Flood 



75th Sea bees 




COMPANY \ 



J. Brenner; X. E. Barlow; J. Speacht; ll. Mv Yokeley 



B. L. Bauer; A. W* Rowbottom 

J. W. Bercaw. 

Left to Right, Standing: X. H Seigien A, S. Cobh; E. E Adcock; E. A* Guilbeauk; J, B, Caraher 

K. N. Kitehin; A. S. Hornet. 



Left to Rig h t . Seated 



M. Tiedt 



Landstelner; T 



T. Miller 



P. J. Futscher; D. W. Lanoux 
S< J Lange!; J. C. Wilson, 

LelLn* Right* Standing: B, K. Murphy ; L. V. Grubb; ICR. Johnson; R. Graham; X. Rt*>l; G. k Sheridan 
O. F* Clark; E, E. Bell 



Leif tU Right, Seated 





Pacific Album 



COM PAN V 



Left to Right, Seated; R. TV Schell; J* C. Hill; W* E. Hardin ; S, J, CheMno? R. J. PuBois 
R. W. Da hi berg. 

Left -lb' Right, Standing: i,|; P. Kleve; J. 3 . Mobrt,Jr„; D. \V. Witt? K. E. King; J- A. Wood; J. P. lachkom 
C. M* Wheeler; C - N. La*. 



A. T. Capua no 




S T \ F F 

' 'AOM Lieut K i: .W*t»scu 

A^crtun : {‘.WO F. Kvvk'i*ii^*.(. jfr 

VV. W, ilatuion,; 1; l . 



L $it f o Ki#fH,S£A{£d 



Lett. m Right. Seared <• h. iy ^^kst»n AV .v I* ft. fyoggc*, H Al. K. Lowr> ; L I\ V ^lVHo 

■ ‘ ' ^ 1,1ml t*Mi; T i . i Skidmore: \N . F. UurtJfct’j R: t». Rdnifi; D ‘ s» ot.n 

4). U. (drawer* ,K ik/Kodtipf. 



gra +!. mrfsg. 






















Pacific Album 



COMPANY B 



Left to Rigtit, Seated: V. W. Huff; 11. V irruso; V. B. Wilson; C. AV. Chastain; A: Horn; S. C. Green 
A. L. Piquet te. 

Left to Right, Standing: Cl Dryovage; A. J. Hills; H J. Darltseh; U. Crain ; F, W r Haylett; E. P. Marrello 
J, L. Witking; M, \V. M aggard. 



Left to Right , Seared; O; WVEngle; K. J.One\ ; R. B. Reagan; D. Smith; <L L> Wlfcjker ; C> R. Hammond 
M J. Walzak. 

Shimko; 



Left to Right, Stamtirift 



tt. W. Krohn; R. J, Dickerson; J. Z . G o wen 
R. L. Johnson; M. L. Flinn ; F, <1 Half. 



>V. li. Illavih 








75th Seahees 



COMPANY R 



Le# r to Right, Seated: IL L. George; J, E. Cremin; A. K. SoJfars; G. E. Roberts; G. E. Wisler 
V\. J. Rankin, 

H. Gearoer; J. E. Cook, Jr.; W. M. Godwin 
H. J. Rees; C, C, Ogle, 



J, J. flopperstad 



jUftf to Eight, Standing 



S. R. Kusz 



F. E. Dudgeon; R, B; Walker 



R. H. Nfwdsirom; jU T. Neld; D. M. \loomaw 



G* F. Spencer; A. II. Sell; It. L. Nelson 
H. R; Perdue. 

Left to Right, Standing: G. J. Laloiidej G. p. Johnson ; C. 'Sehroeder; J. M. Kdlaf %ek : C. IL Richardson 
R.iL Buettner: A. P. Turtnell; R. N, Nelson, 



Left to Right, Seated 




Pacific Alburn 



COMPANY B 



J U Williams; F\ J 



Younfcsiw : l>. Loveless; G. E. Ilanstm 



Seated; R. A. Bruns; W. R, flartko 
S. ft. Teachtnati. 



Left to Right /Standing; 0. Ellis, jr. ; H; Ms Dunbar? R. B. Hill ; YY. W. Wolf; (». K. Raisa nen ; R. I. Russell 
L. tfyde; U N Des Jardin. 



V-y -;’:5 yi 
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75th Sea bees 



PAW B 



Left to Right, Seated.' N* VV. Havilahd; C. P. Reineke; F. J. Schad ; R. T. ARen; F. E. Vance; ;J. Harmlcar; 
l. U. Stroud. 

Left to Right, Standing: R. K. Douthirt; M, CL Oocherty; E. N*. Lauers W. H. Osborn; F. A Lauhenthal; 
W. J. Hayes; H. VV. VViegmann: T. Gray, Jr. 



Left to Right, Seated: A. J. Stagnaro: J. P. Hume; if. O Hass; ,J. L. Day ; G P Goerzlnger 

V. Hockley. 

LelttiV Right, SLindiug: U. L. Johnson; li. S. Utley, Jr.; £> VV, Long; l), Comly; R, Kresser 
VV. R. Hurnhtnan; A. L. Lund berg. E. i. HilCer.nm, 



D P Henkel 
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Pacific Album 



COMPANY B 




R. E. Baum; P. I. C. Krempp; J. A. Butsch; 

\V. K. Reynolds; D. R. Bond; J. D. Hickerson, 

L. L. Geile; J. Bandagski; L. W. Kaniewski; W. L. Williams; W. J. Donaldson 
J. W. Kohl; L. C. Page; C. A. Hill; M. L. Mallott; E. W. Nielson. 



L. Pratt 



Left to Right, Standing: 



Left to Right, Seated: O. Larson; P. T. Newman; D. W. Gibson; J. F. Poteet; M. D. Ryan; O. S. Roberts 
R. L. Landis; D. L. Main. 

Left to Right, Standing; W. M. Terry; L. B. Rush; C. P. Hiell; F. S. Winter; W’. R. Stemple; M, C. Sartaln 
M. D. Batchelor; A. E. Granstaff; C. P. Dumbolton; R. T. Klensch; E. L. Lynam; 
C. E. Newcomb* 



K9^ ' jif JH r 


TfKvfiit /'l ■t&S&.J } i 
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I -eft lO Riglil Sealed: U « )$) B iCirchoff*. Lt. C. W« Sunday: (1VVO E. Tefs 
I eft roUigfat, Sramlioc>; 8. C», vronj&>m*ry; J F Welch; M R. Trice; F. W> Hittsbacher 






Pacific Album 




COMPANY 



We toe); £. CL NOreru K. A, Shotrow; L R. McEhaney; N. P, Rieka buUfth 
White: V. A. Bell. 

Lefrto Right, Standing; L. Ur^kyv O. H. Brooks; B. B. Bowers; J. G, Bishop; T. R. Schuyler; R. Hal! 
W; M* Allen; t>. Christian. 



Left to Right, Seated 



Left Right, Seated: P. A, H ultman ; D, L. Cray; W. S» Meier; O, J. Thompson; A, E Mnde'vell 

M. E. Johnston; i% J* Lis. 

Leltto Right, Standing: L. S. Martin; L. G, Sturdy; J* H: Wadsworth; E. F. Kemper* \V. L South: 
T. R. Bland; L, Riley; F, H. Allen. 






COMPANY c 



R. J. Ackerman; P, P. VYiencek 



IL L. Rinehart 



J. F. Twohig; S* F ^cjiwartt 
l,. T. Braxilc: E, L. Stanton. 

K. G. VYUsey ; ,W. S. Giant* IX E Salem; G. A. Miller; C. L. Stftoll; B> Y, galley 
F, W, Stone; C. J. Pappan. 



t, Seared 



J, R, indium; J IL Lpdegrafl; S. L. Barker 
IL Wi mi Ingham v Jr ; J 0. EvUtis, Jfr. 

Left to Right* Standing: 3. P. Harlow; J, E. Milfer; P, W. Fisher; A- 'll. Henning 
G M. Wight; G. H vZinn; L.-Egli. 



Left; to Right* Seated 



ILC, Alarhe**, l 4 T, Smith 



W. H McCullough 





Pacific Album 



Left to Right, Seated: T. E. Boyd*, ?L D, Hinds; D C. Walker; B. W. Svendaeti ; L. E, Bfebel ; W, H. Tucker 
H. T. Franco. 

E. I, Westlund 



Left to Right, Standing; W. Breivogel; R; W. Herald; P. R. Mtailen 
M. R. Lister; R. G. Douglas; R ; ii. LaValiey. 



T, R. Weymouth 



Left to Right, Seated; JU L< Snider; R. R. AJthouse; G< Hi Clements 
CL -F, vSpItrenherger ; G. H. Eastman* 

Left to Right, Standing;. J. W ; VVarosledel.; A. W. Gingrich; M> P. Kapseh; G, F. Wilkes; p. Barman 
C, £. Heinrich 5 Q. J. OJson, 



L. J, Sadler; L. Dunajick 










7$th Seabegf 



COMPANY ( 



Left to Right, Seared: M* R* Trice; J, J. Rasap; J« R, Trueman; W, Wyatt; E. M, BendaU; 
W. W. Mapstone. 

Lett co Right, Standing-: G. K. Keister; P. A. Jones; M. E. Brown; R. P. AJkire; R. I. Lebto 
R. A, Miller; J, H. Matthews. Jr 



R. S. William* 






I. H. Johnson 
W. S. Martin; 



Left to Right, Seated 



K. Richardson; C. R. Clawson; R*. R> Novinger; €. E 
0. L. Fagerstrom. 

M. A, Dowd 



Henson; 



Left to Right, Standing: H> A. Bright; C. E. Downing; E, T. Wilson ; M. B. Nicholson 
M, Gonzalez, Jr.; W. Finley; J, P* Bonn. 




Pacific At bum 



COMPANY C 
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Lefi to Right, Seated: P. Rohicheaux: 9. A. Booker; i\. W- Hager* F. L: Jaroes; O. f\. Bavsfnger; 

ft; A. Theobald ; F. Heckeli R; E. Clawson. 

I^fr roRight,.Stuo<ilng; H. fj. Joo^ir, R« L. Branch; E. W. Thornton ; VI, Jv. Blevins; L. R; Abear; C. A. West 
D. E. Hanson ;.P. Ferguson; W. R. Sullivan; t. Johnsons K, G, Wlfsey. 



mmm. 

Mimmm 



Left to ftlgRti Seated: o, w. Weiss; U. K. O'Neil); fc, P. Harris: I. A. Beam 

Standing: 0. tii Lange. 



w»«i ty Google 



Or(gin*al fibm 

University of Michigan 




. • ■ 






PaeiH<£'Aftiw*f 



J .v(t to Ki^hir SertUnJ; OWU ''15. . Iv'.Sc^Im; C\Y<) M \tmu*i«; Lieut J F 
PUtmtuvr: Fus. i,. K. ttykv. 

Cuff f’uji.ighr, Stuuditt&v V l ; fcc'wsf ; U t Ui^ptun ; t \. J Ytofcy 



J. V Koin^tlvv : 4 Xe'rfrW > ¥. . \i Htitft 



V. .%. X)*dU:r: W A! ryrtn^ ft. fc ilo»d 
B-v 0.; lUiutmano : 

^fttoKlAhfv finding • VV; Feil; fe. S. £l«ty: U, iWo . ji T< . \> V Jt S\\ ffpfchx t 
JPV W. Mand i; R, 8L Round*. 



Seated 



>, A\utar*ft>t 



Original from 

5I*TY OrMtCHIGAN 
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COMPANY D 



A. J. Gerblc; E. F. Nfaricano; Ff. R. Sheppard: C. F, Whitfield 



Left to Right, Seated; W. A. Rhea; IX W. Powell 
R. V. Cole. 

Left to Right. Standing; M O. Scofield; G. L. Stevenson; E. S. Biery ; R. G. Nelson; IL S. ftemchop; R E. Foss 
F. A. Worthier, Sr.; F. P. Penney. 



W. M. Fin%; H li. Schofield 
C. R. Nelson; W. 11, Lepper. 

Left to Right, Standing: J. L. Alexander; H, F. Storms; G. M. Summers ;• J. F. Rudler; 1. W. McGrew 
R. F. Prlddy; E. W, Grimmer; R. F. Hampton. 



C. W Allred; W. ft. Gai'Hgnn; AL Frantz 



Left to Right, Seated 








Pacific Alburn 



COMPANY D 



Loft to Right, /Sfe&tetfi G. I. Wilkinson; O VV. BsRfrley; A, M, Coop; D. J. Tirabasso; L. I*. Harris 
C. T. Bailash; C. E. Shannon. 

Left to RighC Sending: J. W. Hooker; fC G, Gramtn; H. S. Benschop; J. J. Birnbaum; J. Close 
C. H. Miller; L. JL Buechter; S, Beldin. 




75 th Sendee* 




Left to Right, Seated 



C. Bowman; C L. Beil-, R. CL Fiaker 

D. C. Iirandau. 

Left to Right, Standing: H. G. Thompson ; R. B. Botfomfeyt .1; fi. RrltneH; C. A. Brattainv 1L R. White 
II. E. Hollis; G A. Allen; P. H. Noiph. 



R. B. Irion* L. \L Trost 



Pacific Album 




COMPANY D 



W. B. Smith ; h. J, Weijaod; M. L, Cook; A li. Ktn»ii 



Loft to Right, Seated! A. Cutrer; K. Kaminen 
G. G Milter. 

Left to Right, Standing: R,E. Van Horn; H. A. Farter; F. F. Keele? ; F, D. Atfter.ntarM W* Skiba; 1. S. CWrtSisuter 
W. C. Harrison; H. L. Pjie. 



5* JJXAk. 
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7$th Seabea* 




COMPANY D 



II. E, Booth; G. C. Sherrard; H. R. Carroll 



Left to Right, Seated 



E. B. Green; 11. I. Armen trout: 
C r E. Moormeler; R. D. Bean. 



Left to RigJtr, Standing:: J. D. Norris: C. W. Thompson; G. M. Wilber 
J. W. Shively; R. E. Downing; D. M Saxton. 



K. G. Sanchor L. A. Sboard 



G W Typjtolis: A. A. Stockton; V G. Nugent : t. I. G tiffin. Jr, ; VV B. Bone 
'I.; A::'pKrry.i J. P. Friday. 

Left fo Right. Standing; L. 3. IS ask y ; L V. McCurlev, T. R. Gllsdotfi IK £. Smith ; O < Mueller; 

H. C, Clark: ILL. White: W. ©. Byer$. 



Left to Right. Sealed 



fif rA» IrW viiT gP 
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f«l4 1 jL^?a 







Seated: T E. Akesrer; if. Fautds; B, Pakizer; H. J. Fosse!!; C- i>. L' J. Viertens; 

R. M innick; F. Regan. 

M. F. Whtppo* Jr.; €. E. Bertbiaume; J. P. Dolan; V. C, Peck; W, E. Tobin, 
P l«n H. E M Knight: F. W. Smith; F. J. Griffin, Jr ; IL C. Fasnuugh ; 
R> If. Redersfc&; R. L. Shepherd. 

SAWMILL DETACHM ENT 



Left to Right, Standing 



Ififill 



R; 1L Fitch fier J. H. Tisdale; S, O. Zabalg 
M. RosenimHfr;- F. B. Brzezinski. 

Left to Right, Second Row: F. A. Adams; M. W. Gooch; G. 0. Hoisager: A. C. Mueller: 
A ; C. Morgan ; J M. Botirm, 

Left to Right, Third Row: E. B. Sanchez; B. A- Gates; L. J. Seilers; J, D. Mealy;* 

H, F. Storms; S. E. Winters; J. E. Connell. 



to Right; Seated 



W. Murray 
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7 5th Sea bees 



Refer to i 
OlnCC-03' 

rxs 

Serial ■ 

Preni 



.JW/rm 



crricw i« charm or cobtroctioh 

Rnvy 3U9 
#/* floot Foot Off 
3on P—leee. California 



1624 



10 Sep 1945 



Offloer lo Charge of Construction. «o*y 3H9- 
Score tary of tie fc»y 

C ni •*— Construction Troope. rhlllpplo* frontier 

CmuIi: Philippine See Froatler. 



Seventy -fifth Reval Coootmetlo. Battolleo. roo- 
fer award of Sery Omit Com ondetlo. to. 



sadat Ion 



Refer* nee i <•> **’»' 

facia* urai (A) t~— *-»»• C—— tlon. 

--e n M HiM »4*A ttet the Rory 

1. lo aoeortene* with j£oli construct Ion tettallon 

Unit Coonondotlon bo e-rdod to th^Se^TTiotWo. Civil Corpe. 

under the Co-end of i.rrloo 1. cenneetlen with £.“>*- 

0. S. Ra— 1 Roeeroe, L. , #yt# oulf Aron, Bering the period fron 

struct ion of the Sewel °^ r * tl °" ^ [ ^laMOded form «f ocmwendatlon Is for- 

Oetober 24. 1944 to August 1. 1945- * rooc^ 

•ardod es snclosur* (A). lnltU i 1 non. loo of the 

2 . The .ub^t »ett.Uoo took^pert ln^ ^ Qotob . r 2kt (D-dny 

Philippine lelende, disembarking etT ..^s .During this period the battel- 

3. Early in Roveaber. 1944. this ^ ^tha It waa *n- 

Xaland L.r San Antonio -her* for * noting faeiUtl-. -r- 

■naod In the conatructlon of dock inataiiations, e —plated under 

houses , and fleet recreational f*elUt “* ^ nl fibjocted to frequent enony 

exceeding 1 / difficult cundltiow. The Battel^ ^ rWt , nt ooaueltles to ?er- 
henblna and etmflng attack* during . ^ ^e construction pro* ran. 

ESJnrSA'SSlS: SKlStt-. P-renC. -a. required to 

the work aaal*ned. -t-llon ee— enced moving 

o. c-.—. ». to» “>> s !'“!rr^S £££! nu .i> -■ «m 

«s ivsMTSts. — 

““ T“ 

zz ssxn ~ ‘f r "iv.ri.rJ.r rsas E 2 ££=* 

handicapped by torrential rains. Tta f lr eeaoon. and the rainfall ran 

on Cal looan l.land -ere durlne ^ I. addition to the plo-or- 
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of the Callcoan Ravel Supply Depot, a dletane* of 4.7 all**. During Its plonoerlK 
period this unit olaared and graded an area of approximately 12 $ acre* for the lanadl- 
ate storage of cargo and erected teaporary atorage sheds of eooonut logs cowering an 
aero of ground. Oradlng operatlone were particularly difficult so Callcoan. Practl- 
oally all the excavating for the various projects ea* In rook or oeral In the roughest 
kind of terrain. An es Heated 4J0.JOO cuklo yard* of coral eere noved and 1000 ease* 
of dynaalte were used during a period of ten weeks In ths oonstruetlon ef the Call- 
ooan Ugh— y also*. 

6 . Aaoag the aajor projects of the Sa—nty- fifth Battalion waa the oooatruc- 
tloo of all waterfront faoilltleo on Callcoan Island. A per— nont wterf JOOO feet In 
length oepable of acc owo dating six liberty skips . uas so os true ted. The o one trust lea 
of this wharf and Its seven timber cause— y approaehes required the driving of wore 
than a nil lion and a half feet of piling. In — ny place* solid coral — s encountered 
whleh required bleating before piles could be driven. Other — terfront installations 
oo— trusted by this anlt Include two pontoon liberty ship berths for teaporary use. a 
700 foot dock for a— 11 shipping, two LST landing ranps, one 1200 and one J00 foot In 
length, a 1200 foot LST beach with approaches, and a boat basin. 

7. Tbs greater portion of the construction of the Callcoan Ra— 1 Supply 
Dspot —a th* work of th* Ssventy-Pifth Battalion. Included In this — rk — s the 
erection of — re nous so. refrigeration storage facilities, the clearing and grading of 
— ny acres for building construction and open storage, and the Installation of all 
00 — ra, —ter aystan and electric power facilities. 

S. One of the aost important and nest difficult ef th* project* assigned to 
the So— nty-rifth Battalion — s the ship — taring facility at Balsoao. In cos woatta 
(January 1945) • detachnent of the battalion constructed a complete ship —taring 
depot with a 2,500,000 gallon per day capacity. This project was of an urgent nature, 
and It — s through untlrlnr efforts under th* aost difficult conditions that the dead- 
line set for completion was net. A* a part of this project It was necessary to run 
pipe linos from th* Balusae 31— r to the ocean for a distance of nearly 1500 f— t over 
an# van terrain covered with donee Jungle. The completion of this project In so abort 
a period required tbs utmost in Ingenuity and Industry and —a the subject ef a letter 
of so— oadutlon addressed to the subject battalion by Commander Construction Troops, 
Seveatn Pi— t. 

9. Other projects of the Seventy-fifth Battalion — Callcoan Island lneludod 
the oonstruetlon of a sub depot, a port dir— tor and cargo office* building 400 feet In 
length, an anti-aircraft training center complete with all facll ltlea and appwrtename— , 
n comer* to plant, and a eerie* ef ten widely dlspursed dynamite storage dumps soma— tod 
by a network of single Is— roads. 

10. All th* pro J— t* assigned to the Seventy- fifth Battalion — ro completed by 
the date set for completion, and many —re flmlehed substantially In advance thereof. 
Mach of the — rk — * done on a t— nty-fou r hour a day basis. Th* personnel —signed by 
the battalion to o— rhead and — lntenanoo has el— ye b— n —11 under the average for 
oonstruetlon battalions, an! it — • not until June 1945 that th* battalion com plated 
Its own permanent camp In the Philippine Islands. This sacrifice ef personel eonfort 
and eon— nlenoe me undoubtedly reepoas lbl* In no *— 11 —sour* for th* amount and 
sallbor of the — rk don* by this battel ion on It* assigned projects and th* sp— d with 
mhloh they —re completed. The work of th* Se— nty-Plfth Battalion in the Philippi— 
Islands has bean of an exceedingly dl— reified mature. It was performed for th* n— t 
part under difficult and tryli* conditions , frequently with a nlnlwua or person — 1 and 
equip— nt. The situation or— ted by the urgent and 1— adlat* — ed for these facilities 
In the prosecution of th* — r to an — rly victory —a — t by this Battalion with a spi- 
rit and willing —as typifying th* fin* at tradition* of th* Ha— 1 Service. It lc consi- 
dered that this unit has dlstlnguichcd itself by extrew ely meritorious service — d h— 
pre— d outstanding In ths performance of duty In 0 — pari* on with ether similar units . 

II. Prior to Its arrl— 1 In th* Philippine Islands th* Seventy-fifth Battalion 
was statlooed sues— *1— ly on Rev Caledonia, Qua dal canal, Bougainville, Baklka Island. 
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THE 3CCRETARV Of THE NAVY 



25 Pebrunxy 1946 



l‘r. Ed— rd Ottermn, Editor 
Tbth Seabee's Pacific Album 
1T7S Clili'vlew Road 
Cleveland 12, Ohio 

Dear Pr. Ottemam 



Elllion* cf Anerlcen nn and woner. ha— received their dis- 
charge from the amed services ar.d hare cvn-e again taken up 
their peacetime pursuits— living under conditions of their 
own choosing and enjoying th* right* end prlell-ge* r or 
which they fought. It Is natural that they should wish to 
forget tie hardships of th# past few •'ears. 

Put yru who hewn helped to win th* victory on tho battle- 
front will never be able to eras* entlrel" the risnory of 
what you have seen and exporleneed. 

v ou have loarned the noaning of the eo-ds, "total — rfara". 
•ora than a hundred nllllor. other Anerlcar.o rust now Lo 
pulded tv y*>ur knowledge as they deterwlae our peaeatin* 
nllitary strength. 

As na7.t«rs of the thth Construction Battalion, a unit With 
an lnpreiei— — r reeord, you —re a highly inportant pagt 
of the Vn i ted States Navy, It is r.y earnest hop* thdt, a* 
private c it lions, you Impart to other* your determination 
that s Navy which was powerful enough to play such s vital 
part in winning the — r shall be rm.ntalr.sd at sufficient 
strength to guarantee the Pwaoe. 

Please eocept my good wishes for the success of your project. 
Sincerely, 






All | 



• °f the S*v*nty.p lftJl ff>s 

Construction Battel i M 



It la Construction Battel 1 — . 

and a,_.^ 8h ° f ^-th officer. a«I ** ** - ■ 



v ^.\ C 1 # D 7 T* U . 

■^klfleent 





sees— . 1 ; 1,c tsukstt.,. d °" U *• ^lHppl^a. 

■•«*—. and —11 a.!— .77 - 141 * ®PP*f teal ty ♦„ «... " ‘ 



l* >**• «u. .zrrr- - *- 



Septan her 



. 1945 



— xritetlo. 

Wlcer lm Charge.' J 



(As we go to press, the above recommendation for commendation has not been approved by the Navy Department. We thought you 
would like to read the recommendation, anyway, as well as the messages from Mr. Forrestal and Commander Gottwals). 
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IN MEMOHIAM 
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These men, our shipmates and 
coiTw iides. their lives in the 
service, of thW country ami bn 
the cause of freedom in VV orld 



Lieut. Frederick A. Mahoney 



Richard A, Nally 



'We feitiernhet’ -thfif \^tri$ce 
and delation with pride, 
regret and with deep gratitude. 



To all who loved them and 
to those whom they loved, the 
men of the 7?th Naval Con- 
struction If a ft ali on mwi: solemn 
greeting add . tender sympathy 
in the certain Hope of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. . ' V’/ . . ' ' r- 



Oscar A. Faflerlln 



Herbert Lehman 
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, „ . for wounds received as a result 
of an action of the enemy . . . 



. . . for meritorious or heroic 
achievement or service In con- 
nection with operations of the 
enem\ . . 

(4eur. Comdr David VU Got t wails 
Henry S, Utley 



. . . tor meritorious and efficient 
performance of duty, in keeping: 
with the highest traditions of the 
Navy . . 

Ernest J. Lakia 

John W. XUGren 

Merrill F. VV’hlppo 

Donald \1. Esmond 

Uawrence K. I vile 



flacry E, Webb f posthumously) 
Kenneth S. Kelly 
William M. Allan 
Joseph C* Clark 

George E. Hsrmon 
John D. Norris 
Frederick W Miindt 
Anthony J. Gerblc 
Veter Ferguson 
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The New Zealand Air Patrol spots us off 
New Caledonia . 
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THE GRAVE OF THE KYUSU MARU 



Guadalcanal , Solomon Islands. Dozens of 
wrecked Jap ships lie close to shore. 



—R. M. ELLIS 
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INVASION BEACH 

Bougainville, Solomon Islands 

LCMs , workhorses of the amphibious 
Secbees , line the landing beaches. 

—E. T. REEDER 
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7Sth Seabavs 



\VJuo r he 75th Battalion was given the job 
of constructing the East-West Trail, the out* 
look was none too bright. The dense, teeming; 
jungle with it's ‘Vaii-a-munite vines/’ malarial 
mosquitoes, and impassable swamps presented 
natural hazards that at first were di soon raging. 



Yet with the thought i n nond that the road 
was a vital ope On by n alone could the 
suppheK and ammunition he carried to the 
brave -incomparable Marines on the front 
lines - no obstacle 
p let ion of the road 



»e corn 








Pacific A! bum 

The work carried on d ay 
the thick jungle and »vt*r the many swain jvs and 
hills. With the help of i In- Marine Engineers; 
a “corduroy road’’ crmsisung of hurriedly 
hewn logs thrown into the soggnig: mud, Was 
hrsr constructed- All this? work was done by 
hand, in every type cd‘ weather. Over this 
co rd u roy ro a d folio wed t he h e a v y e q \u p m «*. n 
building a good, solid road that couhf with- 
stand any kind of traffic. 



oo quickly and etti ercm t |y Was r h i a mad con- 
structed that m any troops c firming in At 4 hirer 
date were astounded with, the .-road? -"'the japs 
left behind*” 



With the completion. of the E&s t~ W e »t ') Tt ad v 
its builders proudly cherished the latt that 
r hey had contributed another step in the 
"Steam Rolling of the Pacihcv’} 
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SEABEE SHIPFITTERS 

The Russelhy South Pacific. Men of the 
75th assemble pontoon strings for another 
invasion. 

— E . T. REEDER 
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Placing P-7 pontoon 



PONTOON 



Angle placed and bolts ready 
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Ramp building 
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We go a&hore 
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Camp after typhoon 
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Chow line 
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SAMAR CAMP 



Bridge over drainage ditch 



Drainage ditch 



Grading 



Culvert laying 
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first galley 



New galley 



Landmark 



Road behind supply area 



Natives policing camp 




FilKtn galley area 
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CANVAS CITY ON CALICOAN 
Calicoan Island, P. I. 

The final Philippine camp of The 75th 
USN Construction Battalion. 

—E. T. REEDER 
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MARGINAL WHARF 



I "' HE Dark Job is outstanding for a number of 
reasons Foremost is the gigantic amount of 
constriicrion done fo date by a comp'atttiyciy 
small number wf men ( never in e^ess of 1 25 ) . 
with no sc -.nous injury sustained 'by a single 
ivorkmaii. 



1 tn preWvfcj. f<l0< -fo the fact that while work on 
the main berthing- .facilities- was going forward 
ivith record-breAking speed. pontoon wharves 
for small craft and garbage disposal dock were 
put into operAtioo^ as welt as piers and dolphins 
at the Wiping . 

Chief Warrant Officer F.lzie E Steele i>f 
Missouri* in private life a civil engineer with 
ample -construction experience, »$ in charge of 
the w v harf fob;, together wnh Ensiga JE 

l>ykt\ [r., and Ensign Robert S* Aldom. VVotk- 
ing u n der f.h^ir- d i rectioh Cbfof$ ’£5* A. F folds* 

Curtis Or Anderson, Sidney BehJin, John F 
Komaehy, Charfa F.v Shairn.op v Mafofo Strob* 
mater and R E- Kfocki; SFlc Mascui th Smbetd, 
SF'tc Cart K. Radciiff. CM U- Ray R Morris* 
CMlc Cad \V. Chastain, and their respective 
details. 












?Sth Sea bees 




MARGINAL 

The first dock pile was driven on January 24 
1945; on March 15th the first berth was com 
pleted and a ship already docked. At the presen 
time, three Liberty Ships can he berthed wirf 
104 feet to spare. In 135 days of work (112,02 
man hours) 1,075,000 board feet of lumber wen 
into deck, supports and curbing, while an ad 
ditional million and a half feet of piling wj 
driven. 175,000 pounds of hardware was used 
90,000 cubic yards, the equivalent of 3, 600 truck 
loads of coral rock was hauled for the causeways 
1 he project is an “Around the clock“ job. 

The complete marginal wharf will berth eight 
Liberty Ships. The forty foot deck will extend 
4,060 feet, served by seven 30-foot and two 611- 
foot causeways which are each over 700 feet 
long from ship to shore. 

In building a wharf, three types of piling art 
used: vertical piles on which the structure rests, 
batter piling driven in at an angle for support 
and to prevent swaying, and fender piling which 
acts as a buffer between ship and wharf. LInited 
States piling w r as used for all except the fenders. 
Australian lronwood was used for this purpose 
because of its superior ability to stand abuse. In 
driving the piles, coral caves w r ere encountered 
in which the pile would almost sink under the i 
weight of the hammer alone. The men found 
that overnight the piles would “set’* so that 
fifty blows of a double-acting air hammer would 
make no appreciable penetration. The explana- 




Digitized by 



, Google 



-[ 108 ]- 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




Pacific Album 



'ion seems to lie in the fact that waves would fill 
,ft*£ caves* with $an& at ntghtC setting the piJes s 
much, as quicksand does. In D't-h&r^l-ac^Si it vVas 
i<Hi hd necessary h rsr to drive d o WO j» pipe, a Oil 
set tiff an explosive rha rge Within At, in :o?de^ nv 

roick i he coral before driving the piles. 

The T.tiek of bracing a wharf Vs timing, av.envd- 
i rig to Chief Komathv. Bracers, working from 
rafc, can operare only when f Ke tide is receding, . 
iMgoring the rise and full of the waves is me 
port mx v rook fiu t on 1 y i a h ra cers, hut tl m- etrr~dfT 
^rew s as n<dh Their j<d> is to w the piles at the 
proper height to afford a level surface for 
capping, sr ringers and dee k mg. Waves kicked 
op fay&fyP tofgt Can rai^o boh ^ith theri w ork. 

Decking crew* under Chiefs Strolnnaiet and 
fJyeho]d v apd Carpept^ris karst Oa&y, 

hrs.'lk Dorman and Carl Chasrarii Did the floor 
of rhe v/harp Then Chief R F. Hampton’s men 
"pur rhe necktie on rhe yob/ 1 * The huhrril, tv? 

, orhmgi.isi?K>re than just a pxoteerive fading to 
■ p rev en t * t r u ik s -a mf ’ . dock ' m tiiy s Ttom ' • .4 ft vwrtg 
(>t e.r the sidfC ft dresses up the rob asovellCancy 
com pen sates for slight trreg-n lari ties in deck 
levels. ;; 

The marginal wb»rf h a project uV which we 
are j ii$rly proud . Senior ecMlorri of eonmeand 
sptak of it as the best constructed wharf ip, the; 
Southwest Pacific. 
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Area In first stages. 
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WATER SOURCE 



Higher chan Niagara 



The Rivet 



The Dam 
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FLEET WATERING 



nPHE proposal to utilise Wat er from tVHa Falls'* 
* feiatb higher than Nragauv to supply chip's 
spill t: four or Five miles away sounds fanrastiw 
W* wouldn't blame the feeder if he considered u 
it 7' Ft* P e d*Y 't n 1 ratrfer thqn a pipe line, Thy 
plan, inr brief, was ro run a o inch line front a 
n yy *:t. ,#h ie t? is feel hy .fhe fivo watetftdls high m 
the hills, to the ocean. The proposed line Wtmbi 
Tilt? smat 4$Uf) feet through the jungle anil 'snafe. 
up and ‘down twin hills 145 feet high., resemblmc 
Bactrlan humps. Yes, the average man would 
be ykepftViiL _ a. % 



But fell a Se&bee utitfil a thblg can’t be dulti 
#ni] they gtW tha t * ‘The Hell it can V' look in 
Tieiiir: .Charles W. Sunday ynxi the 
men *e flu- ?5rh Bactalioo were no - exceptions 



The pipdj/t^aA as no easy job. N ar u ie. Frowned 
tm the p.rtfieet anti used every trick at her dpr 
postil the work. Trails had to he cht Foot 

liyfafti. through dertse jungle growth;; -tropical 
rains heat down mercilessly-, making the trail 
:i hog of .sticky clay, 1 litre was always thy 
jdueat U} typhoon St Sv 4 \i mm of insects? harassed 
the Workers, hue r,ht ioh went on: 



Pipe segHbUS were- yatned oyer the bfsx, h it nip 

on an overhead cable conveyor, with a truck 
wmch fu.rnish mg the power. At the end of tbt 
e;tb]e hiic. . earahao dragged rhr sections of pipe 
to. the dtsi red locatfn ft . 



Tipy ay't; ctonS /were joined by victaulic coup- 
lings he aide- men, munv of whom had hud a 
pipeline af Bougainville a year previous. With 
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Chief Jet ail working feum the fivftv 

afrd Chief .Alfred ctew jv&fJsEing fr»>m the 

c*cea n, Ghe tto giXnaps tffer at 2330 on February 
1st, making it e a half Knur to 

spare. 



A ve rf e-brae of 36IM ) feet of sixoneb /pipe now 
ran front the i« take at the river, through ;> 
hatrery of pumps a.tkf a chlormarutv over fbc 
tvvini humps, anti out. ono the ocean. Half a 
million gallons of fresh ehkm.tvared water could 
be drawn daily h> LSTV a nd smaller craft, 
w hich lost no time in making use of the w atering 
facilities. It rs nor tmeommerii to see half a 
dozen LSI's lined up to rake on water and as 
many more at. anchor offshore, waiting their 
turn. 



The project Wa& a success * So successful, in 
(act, that another and larger pipeline. ( 1 2 inch 
diameter) was proposed to go him ftp€J&tjhn by 
May |st r This job was a cinch compared to. the 
earlier one. A cat was used to cleat the nghr* 
of- way for the Vine., work that had n>: he done 
by |vack*hreaking manual labor -on the first lint 



The second line was ready for operation within 
'the deadline period set. Jr delivers 2^ ; KI»tW 
gallops t»f water in 24 hours, The two Imes 
fnrmsh one of thy best, if not the best fresh 
>v afrrr facilities this side of Pearl Harbor , 



proud ttf have* contributed 
continue to serve lung -affe 
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PIPELINE COMMENDATIONS 



SEVENTH 

NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE 

cfo Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

17 May 1945 

From: Officer in Charge 

To : Officer in Charge, 75 th Naval Construction 

Battalion. 

Via : Officer in Charge, 33rd Naval Construction Regi- 

ment. 

Subj : Commendation for Expeditious Completion of 

Fleet Watering Facilities at Samar, Philippine 
Islands. 

1. Forwarded with congratulations. 

(/) W. H. Godson, Jr. 

W. H. GODSON, JR. 
Deputy Officer in Charge 



SEVENTY-FIFTH 

NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 

cjo Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

7 June 1945 

From: Officer in Charge 

To : Chief of Naval Personnel. 

Subj : Lieutenant Charles W. Sunday, CEC USNR, 

238082, and men assigned to Fleet Watering 
Facilities, Samar, P.I. — Commendation for. 

1. Reference (a) particularly commends the Officer in 
Charge, 75th U. S. Naval Construction Battalion and the 
Officers and men assigned to the Fleet Watering Facilities 
project at Samar, P.I., for the expeditious manner in which 
this project was constructed. 

2. The Officer in Charge, 75th U. S. Naval Construction 
Battalion wishes to add his congratulations to those already 
extended. Although confronted with very difficult problems 
of transportation and the procurement of supplies, the 
battalion not only met the original completion date but 
finished the project extension to usable completion fifteen 
(15) days ahead of schedule. Lieutenant Sunday and those 
men who served with him are to be particularly commended 
for their exceptional performance. 

D. H. GOTTWALS 



THIRTY-THIRD 

NAVAL CONSTRUCTION REGIMENT 

c jo Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

20 May 1945 

From: Officer in Charge 

To : Officer in Charge, 75th Naval Construction 

Battalion. 

Subj : Commendation for Expeditious Completion of 

Fleet Watering Facilities at Samar, Philippine 
Islands. 

1. Forwarded with congratulations. 

(s) B. L. Phillips 
B. L. PHILLIPS 



OFFICER IN CHARGE OF CONSTRUCTION 

c jo Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

17 May 1945 

From: Officer in Charge of Construction 

To : Officer in Charge, 75th Naval Construction 
Battalion. 

Via : (1) Officer in Charge, 7th Naval Construction 

Brigade. 

(2) Officer in Charge, 33rd Naval Construction 
Regiment. 

Subj : Commendation for Expeditious Completion of 

Fleet Watering Facilities at Samar, Philippine 
Islands. 

1. The rapid and efficient manner in which construction 
of fleet watering facilities was accomplished by the Seventy- 
fifth Naval Construction Battalion is considered a note- 
worthy achievement, and has been the subject of highly 
favorable comment by administrative officials of Seventh 
Fleet. 

2. In meeting the urgent and imperative need for suitable 
watering facilities for the forces afloat in the Leyte-Samar 
area, the Officer in Charge, and all officers and men of the 
Seventy-fifth Naval Construction Battalion involved in 
this project, may feel justifiably proud of their accomplish- 
ment. 

(j) J. R. Perry 
J. R. PERRY 
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NORTH 



ROAD 



I F THE Nwftb Road could be.pftby^d ov^r^asiivtacr, it would b(ec;oni^'OVem‘ighf- ohfc-of America's .most popular 
highways. Its hard, smooth surface, scenic curves, and rasv grades would appeal to any motorist in the Stares. 
It links two Philippine islands of major importance rr» rhe N a v v with a coral causeway ^ Inch reminds one -.xf rhe 
Sandusky Bay d'-gt; . at horfoy J; .• oyh.j ' 's; A \ ‘ . ' ■ •• 



< Mfuers and men assigned the task, of building the-Nbrth Roth? must lui ve iclr drscruir^g^d as rbey eyed, t be 
jagged coral lulls to be leveled, at sloshed then was through the . malarial svvamps, But to the fcabees, the inv- 
possible just takes ;> finJe longer rand not much lunger. at <hac; so on February 1st we started the job. 



Entire bills were leveled during cm^rrijctioj) of the road. jack •. hammer gangs worked around r.bfe clock drilling 
holes .for' th n arm re charges. Two thousand vases of explosives were set off before the job Was dour. 



; 0#-- April t. the Army men epming/in from tr- J I'rectyof -and- the roi*d was ready for 

use The hti i sheet high vv*iv is a frvufTaftt job, 611 feet from slushier ro shoulder, wijrhnu grade of more than 
seven degrees. The poninrx nf it done In the 75th Battalion is about 4 r n miles long. 



Ir is another “permanent ** job doi>t: Ivy this Battalion. It will still be Serving the Philippines. {ong after the war 
is over. 
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FILIPINO 

PARTY 



Filipino chefs 



Menu, please 



pMiii ntajWMfi 



Filiplao fox trot 



Guerrilla Officers 
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Native-built shelter 
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CAMP CONSTRUCTION 



r*" - -■ — o- ■■ ■ 








ySftS&Siraraa 


**#115®* P 






Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




Pacific Album 



CONSTRUCTION 



SEASIDE 

CHAPEL 



Thirty Filipinos Kollt Seaside Chapel in a 
month. Deeply religious themselves, it was j 
labor of love. With skill they Wove the 6(1(10' 
palm mats needed^ cut and stripped If M X f 
poles, and fahrieated rhtee miles of rattan 
strips. Even the lighting fetdre* a re cleverly 
woven palm bowls. 



Wh en t H*p Sea side from f he ; hotv 

glaring $um you by the me 

sense of calm and peace that yon have experi- 
enced dn the great high-yaulted churcdiey at 
home, There is the same feeling of quiet 
serenity. Who can say whether it i$ merely 
rhe acoustic properties 6f tfe «HeaTAf^' ‘oin: 

indeed the Presence of the Spirit of God I 



Men of all faiths worship at Seaside. An 
estimated 700 men attend vices every Sun- 
day. There -are: . h v< :se ; r v ices* .-beginning at 
0900 and coding at 2.000,. The chapel was 
built to seat } SO men \n remilort, hut from 200 
to TOO men aticitd the morning Protestant 
apd afternoon Catholic service. There w: 
also Jewish and Christian Science services. 



We feel y will stilt serve 
Gpd. in the TOifippin^ kmg/ after the- war rs 
ended and .yfpv. ^ yfef uf Of if • to- • familiar 

scenes. It. is a living me mu rial to the w or hi 
hi-of h**rhood we believe in, and to which we 
pmhably Wilt never come cjbsyr chart during 
tins xv a r period spent in the Philippines 
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REFLECTIONS 

Samar, Philippine Islands. The village of 
Macarata before its removal to make way 
for the U. S. Naval shore establishment, 
Leyte Gulf. 

—E. T. REEDER 
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AROUND THE CAMP 
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Street scene, Tacloban 



TACLOBAN - LEYTE 
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Jv Mercedes Theater 
i. Tacloban Harbor 
X, Downed Jap .Seaplane 

4. Where Bomb Hit 

5. Taxi 

#* Street Scene . . 
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The yeomen at Work 



LABOR COORDINATOR 



Slave market 
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SHIP’S SERVICE 



Laundry 



CHp joint 



Cobbler shop 
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MALARIA 

CONTROL 



Janies M . Ray, Benny R. Tisdale, Lieut. J. IL FiiuiiiS, W. T, Jones, Jr., W. E. Carlson 



RADIO 

OPERATORS 



Jerry Briner (front), Howard L. Dupuis, CharlesR. Eierman, Ross G. Dlkenaan 






CJabe Langdon — Dr. Dooley 
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MEDICAL DEPT 



Seared: 

Lieut, R Tidd 
Gomdr. fL Halprin 
C.P.O. J. Tuckish 

Standing; 

M. Abhor 
C. Dudine 
W. Aker 
R. Forman 
M.Spisuk 
G. Mann 
P. Bishop 
C. Lsngdon 



Original Cwnpfemcnt of* Corpsmen and Staff 



Kandy Scott chats with patients 



Dr. Halprin — Clyde Mann 



Morning check-up 
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SHOPS 



Cable splicers 



Rigging lofr 



Biuelsmith shop 
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MACH INK SHOP 



Mobile shop 



Steel-forming 
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EQUIPMENT 



HEAVY 
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BULLDOZER REPAIR 

Keeping the sturdy “cats” rolling was a 
big job , for Nature joined forces with the 
Japs , and with corrosive salt spray , treach- 
erous mud , typhoons and abrasive coral 
sought to halt our march to victory , 

—R. M. ELLIS 
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1000 Hours Wit hour Repair 
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7 5th Seabees 



Softball Team 

. f/heatomvT; Krempp; A. Piquette; G 



Front,, left to right • R G Robhr t; 



R. L. Robb- CL Gheatum; P. Krempp; A. Piquefte; C. Harmon 
E. \V r Sibert ; K- E< Winslm* ; and W. R. Stemple. 

Rear,' left to right; FL L> Johnson; C. Bertlng; C. Henson; J> Fisher; D. Aviles 
L. Michelon; L. E, Richardson ; G. Hanson; and A, IL Sell. 



BASEBALL 
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Standing: “lohnny” Pastor; 

14 Mary” Sartain and ■‘.foe 7 ’ Visc6. 

Kneeling: 14 Kay” Baum; 

“Oscar” Wehmtller and “Kube” Theobald 
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Vem” Luedioff 



‘Jo« r ’ .Medisch 
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N' ladies AND GENTLEMEN. TomsHT 
ONSTRUCTION BATTALION takes 

WELCOMIN' YOL) TO OUR B ATTAUO *» sS 



riAHPTON 
AND Cl^Op-US 
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Pacific Albutn 



MC ,! Norris and the 75th Choir 



Put it in the haft 
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450 lb. cake 
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SQUARE and compass club 



MASONIC 






Membership Card 



Many members of the 75 rh Battalion -who were 
affiliated with the s« n ic. l^'dge in the Scares wm* 

pteasantlv surprised i<t bnd. upon our arrival to the 
South West Pacific, . an established Masonic ehth 
org^ni^ed in Noumea, New Caledonia. . Likcw iso they 
club. Ayr|tantzed on Guadalcanal duryng. 
ottf re mire there, 

, ;:< •' ;. t . ■ •■ \ . „ : r : . •, Civ" yrliy'ijA 

rbc ;2.<iDu Hrprsytbc .acquaintances and k\ilo\vshi'p 
developed at f hf . ritany* : bf our c»Mm num- 
bers a , deftnrt e . d&tjerrol nattftrj xa .dVywp a club of our 
own >4 ?h,e first opportunity 



deni; \ R. Rees.. Secretary and Treasurer. and ft. 
tjg> R. E. Johnsoni Chairman of Board nf Trustees. 

Meenngs.svete he Id week 1 y « ex vr p t do r a brief period 
of time rhar ANY|C jn.dk- iy prevented public garher- 
ings. T h e a t im d a n ce s r e a d i 1 y g re w a t these nt ee> i n g s 
as invitations were e^rend^d 7Ytty Bjndtjiehr of other 
Naval, Marine and .Army umrs on the island as well 
as brothers from New Zpaland ahd Australia. The 
paid membership developed until there were Ti 9 
registered unm hers representing home lodges from 
/practically iiity in the Union as well as New 

Zealand, Australia, China;' Territory qCBasvaii and 
Fiji .-Island- Of fbjs total rnemhership. 64 arc from 
the 75th C. B, 



That opportuni ty mureriu.irzed : wh*p th? 
called upon co he one of the »nganiX;utuiis to take pan 
in the D-Day ^ptetidhs‘o.h- RQugatnyiks As sooh 
our preliminary work project* MvYtr unden^ay and 
had a temporary camp sue esrahhshed, severafof the 
brothers called together a group meeting with the idea 
in mind nf perfecting a Masonic Club for Bougainville 

On December 22, 1 943; the first regular meeting Was 
held arid ti\c of; *hc, ‘Tf R$T ;MA 

CtC Bd * of iyerv read 4tld accepted . 

Ar c-hts. mterittg the folfnmng Officer? were elected;: 
Sairi W. Wright. Pmsiderit; H O- Brown, Mice Presi- 



Thesc meetings were ctmnniK’d until April 2f»^h 
when it became apparent that ilxt BiittMbni ..would 
"ti* leaving the island. The cluturhyu merged vvitb a^ 
club sponsored by the 3hfh CB and t hov.hi-nt' became 
known as "Solomon Island Masonic Chile Boiigaiji- 
vii’k Chapter’ which continued r* strive in /the suc- 
ceeding months that the Armed Forces were <dr the 
l$lan.d, HtfwWer it was a great satisfaction to thy 
members of efur bat.ration to knovy that it \yas they 
who laid rhe gmundveork for \r.ch an enterprising club. 
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